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7~ éffigh drama in West Lon-
‘don tonight!”. eried the BBC
newscaster. “George Blake,
* the double agent who was
serving 42 years” imprisonment
for spying for the Russians,
escaped from Wormwoo d
Seruhs prison in London.”
- The news filled thousands of
. Ppritons ~ with dismay on this
" guiet Salurday evening in
1966, Fvery iuitial indication
pointed fo an incwrsion into
London by the Soviet KGB to
“.release the prisoner.,
" The gelaway triggered .a
massive seavch, Scotland
Yard watched airports, har-
bors and the embassics of
castern Fuvopean nations. In
the aftermath, the Admiral of
the Fleet, Earl Mountbatten of
Burma, was appointed to head
a government 'inquiry into
prison security. A motion to
censure Home Secrctary Roy
Jenkins was defeated in Com-
mons, Prime Minister Harold
Wilson assured the house that
Rlake was no longer a threat
{o Dritain’s security. . -
The flwry of high-level de-
velopments proved wryly
amusing to Blake who fol-

lowed its progress on televi- -
sion in a shabby flat only a °

_short distance from the prison
‘he had recently fled. Instead
of being surrounded by a sinis-

. ter Russian esplonage appara- -
- tus, Blake had for confeder~ -

. ates only a handful of Irish-
men, one of whorn engineered
- the prison break with very

“imited resources and for very .

obscure motives.
© ' . Mailed Bomb
- The architect of the getaway
and the author of this volume,
- Scan Bourke, had met the su-
perspy while serving a term
for mailing a bomb to a police-
_man. When FHourke left the
Scrubs, the plot for the deliv-
erance had already been
* hatched. The story is spell-
binding in spots, but the writer
glides over some points which
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are apt fo piywe & reader’s
curiosity. :

At least & partial cxplana-
tion for DBourke's involvement
Jay in Blake’s popularity with
follow jnmales, He was a good

listenier who often comforted ;

young Loodlums driven dis~
tranght by six-monilz sen-
fences. -

Quictly, Bourke acquired ac-

complices and finasces and
charted his “factics. e ex-
changed messages with Blake
by short-wave radlo. A couple
he identifies as Michael and
Anne Feynolds gave valuable
assistance, ’ D

"he precisec timing of
Blake’s escapa narrowed dowil
io @ few flesting minutes, and
the . author loads the climax
with suspense, whather genu-

ine or spurious. The normally -

quiet street outsids tho prison
suddenly bustled with activity;

a policernan appeared witha

guard dog; a_ couriing couple
sat in a parked car; a group o:
visitors passed by on the'way
to a nearby hospital. Behind
the high wall, Blake sereamed
-into his radio for action.

£ ; |
At the very final instant, o poyge remain in their cqun-.

try for five years until the hue,

Bourke tossed a rope ladder
over the wall and Blake

scrambled o freedom, sprain- .

ing his wrist as he did so. The

way. . S
Numerous persons befrienc-
ed the fugitivies, including a

doctor who treated Blake's |
wrist. Others gave thera shel-”

ter, food and money. The hide-
out was switched, several
times, buf no one betrayed the
two. fL 10 DN DI

ry motive appeared to be syr-
pathy with -Blake over his
49-year-sentence, the severest
in " British legal histery. The
- Trish in the plot enjoyed kick-
ing John Bull’s shins. | - .

two sped to a nearby bidea; -

None of the .collaborators
was Communist. A contributo-
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© A NewTack -
Michael and Anne, a highly
respectable-looking coup ley
stauggled . Blake-out of ling-
land, and Sean Bourke fol-
ith a hogus passport.

«

lowed a wi
The two-couspirators were re-
wnited in Jast Berlin, but here

_ eveats took new tack.

After they had moved: to
‘Moscow, Blake furned nasty,
the author says. The superspy

ealled his accomplica an Irish

peasant . and suggested the
KGB liquidate him with a bul-
- Jet. Recalling the Beria reign
i of terror, Bourke was con-
| yinced this was about to hap-

pen. - : . :
But even after he had sought

s
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and been refused sanctuary in.

the British embassy, the KGB
showed unusual tolerance’ to-
ward Bourke, He was given 30
- pounds a week expense raoney
.and generally treated gra-
ciously, Blake's status at this
point seeins a trifle hazy. Both
men_ occupied comfortable
quarters by Soviet standards
and traveled widely within the
couniry as VIPs! - .
The Russtans insisted that

and ery over the escape had
died down. To return to the
British Isles would endanger
others, the Coromunists con-
tended, . . T . ¢ '
But the prospect appalled
Bourke and he managed to
persuade his hosts to end their
detention. He flew to Ireland
where he is now presumably
fighting extradition to England
as a political prisoner. The

leniency with which Kremlin |

anglers regarded him ‘arouses
the susplelons that he was
never considered a very big
{ish in the espionage pool.
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